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Amazonian® Tribes Found Whose Myths Parallel Bible Tal

Traditions Brought From South America by Dr. Farrabee
Bear Striking Similarity to Stories of Lot's Wife, Tree
of Calamity in Garden of Eden and the Deluge—
Peculiar Marriage Laws and Customs of Natives

By HENRY J. BUXTON.
OLORFUL myths which In
many Instances strikingly
parallel the stery of the origin
of man as contained In Genesis wers
uynearthed among lost tribes In the
Amazon region by Dr. Willlam C,
Farrabes, noled ethnologist and SBouth
American  explorer, who recently
made publle some of his discoveries.

One of thesa tribes, the Wapisinhas,
hold that the Creator is Tuminkar,
a supsrman, who lived on the earth
tefore the coming of man and ani-
mals and who lved with man and
men for a long time aftarward, teach-
ing them how to hunt and fish and
liva properly.

In the death of Tuminkar's son at
the hands of a glant, who personifies
wickedness, thie myth reveals a de-
¢lded New Testament flavor. The son
s burled beneath a flat reck, but Ia
goon  resurrected from the dead
Quickly, howaver, his spirit leaves the
body again and for the second time
the body Is placed benmeath the rock.
Tuminkar departs for his abols In
the skies after talllng ths Waplaianas
that when the rock has worn away his
son will come forth as & redeamer and
ha their teacher and leader. Bo the
Wapisianas look eagerly for the sec-
cnd coming of Tuminkar's son, just as
the Christan world looks for the sec-
ond coming of Christ, the Bon of God.

The traditions of this tribe Include

one dealing with a great flood or
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dition penetrated the regton, but In
one corner of the great savannah the
sthnologist found an Eplacopal iission,
and was much astonished to enter tne
church and hear a choir of girls
clothed only in small beaded aprons
singing famlllar tunes to native
words,

Dr. Farrabea's book describea In
detall the life of the tribes, their cui-
ture, their language and: their tradi-
tlons. His work has added an amasing
chapter to matters ethnologlcal.

Legend of Waplsianas.

“The Creator of the Waplsianas'
writés Dr. Farrabee, “ls not an all
pecwerful spirit with swpernatural
powera, but A superman who lived on
the earth before the advent of men
and anlmals and who continued to live
with man and men for a long time
thereafter.

“He went hunting with his brother.
who was caught by a monster over
whom hes had no control. Hae kept
dogs for hunting purposes and used
the blowgun and polsoned arrows to
shoot Blrds and monkeys. He had no

définite powers over animals or in-
animale subjects. He had no spiritual
power, and s not now thought of as
& spirit. He does not possess any ot
Lhe atiributes of & god. 1lo is one
who 'ived on the earth a long time
ago, who went away and la now living
in the sky, where he wlil continue to
live, not as & spirit hut in the body, |
It 'Is not a place for departed spirits |
They have no place to go, but remain |

to i, and no methods are taken to
kKeap it away. If one dreams of a dead
man it is because his durima Is near.
Dreams are spoken of as real experi-
enoes, . but they distinguish between
them and thelr waking experiences.”

Tuminkar's Life Story.

The story of the lifa of Tuminkar,
the superman on earth, is chronicled
by Doctar Farrabee as follows:

“A long time ago thers lived on
earth a great gilaat named Baukur;
who went about kiliing and Injuring
people until finally Tuminkar remon-
strated with him. As a result, war
was declared and waged for a long
time with fearful loss.

“One of Baukur's arrows struck
and kil.ad the son of Tuminkar, which
made Tuminkar =0 angry that he
drove Baukur away from the earth
and bound him fast in the sky aso
he can never return. He can be sesn
to-day, the constellation of Orlon, and
ha continues to shoot his arrows from
the aky In the form of mateors.
Tuminkar fought with thunder and
lighining as his weapons.

“After Tuminkar's son was killed
his body was first buried under the
rock Maridiku, where It remained only

|a few days and then came to llife

agaln, The peopls were very sad and
followed him weepilng as he went
around Mount Karawalmin, where Tu-
minkar In vexation stamped upon the
great flat rock teaknl, which imme-
diately opened. Then Tuminkar lald
the body of his son at the bottom of
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deiuge whith covered all the earth
with the exception of a three peaked
mountain. The Noah in this Instance
was a resourceful man, who cut off
the upper mandible of & great mus-
ovy duck, which he used as a canoe
tn float himeelf and a few of hia
reaple to the security of tha mountain
'op. 8o strong ls this tradition im-
tlanted in this particular tribe that
the duck’s bill is frequently used to-
1Y a6 a spoon or worn suspended
rom a necklace or an amulet.

There are & pair of Adams instead
of ona In the story of creation of the
Taruma tribe. The names of thess ex-
ceedingly lonely firat men were Ajljeko
and Duld. Though they had the gd-
vantage of each other's companion-
*hip they hungered for that indefin-
ibla missing something—woman. But
rause—this is not & rib story. 1If it
nd been the chances are that Alijeko
and Duld would have had to draw lots
tn mee which would contribute the rib
for tha creation of the first woman.,
Tuetead this is a Ash story. 1In other
words somebody tipped off the
brothers that woman lived at the bot-
tom of a great pool and that they

.

must fish for her. They did flah, and
a4 Ereat many fishermen they

¢r# not on the level with each
riler. COne of the brothers whila the
olber slept aneaked to the pool and

pped in hls hook, line and sinker,
nd after much angling caught the
man
There |8 also a tree of life in the re-
‘mious traditions of these tribes, and a
th whieh is surprisingly llke the
Rikle story of Lot's wife, who lnoked
mackward at the destroyed citles of
Fodem and Gomorrah and was turned
tro salt, The difference is that three
n figure in the Bouth American
wl myth, and because they could
control thelr curiosity and
ked they were turned to stone,
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Dr. Farrabee's Discoveries,

Coincident with the return of Dr,
Furrubea frem hia labor as ethnog-
rapher of the American Peace Com-
mission to resume his work at the
University of Pennsylvanie Museum
hat Institution has published ths first
viiume of his report on his Amazon
*ipedition, which covered & period of
' L years
* raport Is lssued under the title

Central Arawaks. They are
1 in northern Brasil and southern
tish Gulana within a broad savan-
Fall some 20,000 to 30,000 gquare miles

fxtent, reaching from near the Ven-
fiielan boundary to the wastern
Panks of the Essiquibo River and from
the Amazon forests to the foot of the
Pakaraima mountains; .or from B8.1
Atgreen to 63 degrees west longitude
#7414 to 4% dagrees north latitude.

“riginally the various tribes of this
rentral related group must have been
Parts of & great nation. The Wapls-

recent Invaders of the territory,
snrhed the Atarios, and other tribes
Moved down, changing thels liabliat,
romie of them hecoming extinct, olhers
pavannahs and becoining |
dwallers. The present velumae
A*als principally with the Wapist.nas,
the largest of these Lribes, taken as
r'cal of the inbabitants of the region.

o of thess tribes had never seen) &
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about the old homa for a tima. When
a man dies, his body is buried In the
house and the family moves away to
avold being molestied by the apirit
which continues about the place,

“There is no other life or existence
for the body or the spirit; hence thers
can be no rewards nor punishments
for good or evil deeds done in the bady.
Whatever religion they may be sald to
practise has no referenca to moral
teaching. All the good that comes to
A man is through his own efforts, and
only evil Is sent upon him. Henee it is
that medicine men are employed to
discover the source of evil,

“Tuminkar, the superman, is {ndif-
ferent and inactive, hence no offerings,
prayer or supplications are addreased
to him by the common peopls. Thu
medicine man, however, calls upon him
in his incantatlons to drive away sick-
ress and the raln cloud.

“Every man has somsthing In him

they call a Aurima, warch leaves the |
body at death and continues to livel
near by, but thers is no place whers
durimas go or remain. Tha people
have somse fear of tha return of the
durima. A mother's durima, for in-
stance, might return und take awnay
her chilldren. No offerings are madoe
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the cleft and the rock closed again
over the body. The son had no name,
but was called Tuminkardan—the som
of Tuminkar.

“After the death of his son Tumin-
kar left the earth and went (o live
above. Bafore leaving he told the peo-
pla that when the rock had worn away
his son would come forth and bs thelr
leader and teacher. The rock s nearly
gone and they are contmually expect-
ing him. In the beginning Tuminkar
told them everything; how to live, how
to make and do all things, but they
have forgotien much of his teaching.
When Tuminkardan returns to live
among them they will learn everything
anew.

No Communion With Him Now.

“At present there is no way of get-
ting wisdom. There 1A no eommunion
with Tuminkar, who Iian #till living
above, knows their wants, will do them

good, but they do mot call upon him |

for assistance except in case of sick-
ness, The common peopla never ad-
dress him in any fashion. Their 13-
norance and hsalplessness muast con-
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CAPT WILLI
FARRABEE

“The Wapisianas have no tradition
of the creation of the world, but start
with a world ready made, componed
of land and water, alr and sky, ns they
Are at presant. There were the two
deities, Tuminkar and Duld, whd were
brothers living on the earth. The
elder brother, Tuminkar, was the be-
nevolent creator, who made and taught
the people all things while he was yot
on earth. The ounger brother wis
the companion and asaistant of the
oreator. Men and women were crentad
before animals wers made, Lut they
did not know of what man was made."

Creation of Animals,

The story of the creatlon of animals
in as picturssque and Imuginative as
anything found in the Sanakrit, the
ancient language of the Hindu, It
fcliows, as penned by Iir. Farrubea:

“The nnimals wers mada of clay in
the desired form and size and then
painted. After this the animal was
allowed to select for himself where he
should live, what his food should be
end what call or song he ghould huve
The people stood by watching the
process with eager interest. The first
apimal was the jaguar, bidikur. After
he was compieted and his spots had
been put on, Tuminkar asked him
where he would live, what he wnuld
oAl and what sound he should make
Ho looked about and seeing nothing
but treea and people, sidd: ‘I think 1
should prefer to live on the ground
roar and frighten the people and eat
them.! He was allowed his cholce

key, paut. When he was ready and
hin long tall completed, Tuminkar put
ths same question to him that he had
put to tha jaguar. He looked about
Who saw the people and how they were
| frightened at the Jjaguar, who wan
growling flercely, and said: 'l do not
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He, too, was given his cholce. The
third animal was the tapir, kudul
While Tumikar was making him. the
monkey climbed down on a low branch
to watch i™a operation and became
very anxious about it when he saw
what & large animal was being con-
structed. .He sald to himself; ‘Now
that fellow ought to live on the ground,
Lur I can see very well that he will not
want to do so because there will not
L~ enough for both him and the jaguar
to cat; T am afrald he will want to
come up here and It will not do, for he
Is #2 big he would break the trees
down and it would be dangerous for
Loth of us.'

“So ho cllmbed down very near to
the tapir and when Tuminkar asked

monkey whispered in his ear: ‘'Don't
say anything. You ecannot come up
here, and thers will not be enough on

“The second animal was *he mon- |

the ground for you to eat, o don't |
sy anything at all* When the tapir |
|did not answer Tuminkar repeated
| the queations and the monkey whis- i
|pf-rh1 again: ‘Do not anewer.' Then |
| Tuminkar sald to the tapir: ‘You are |
such an awfully stupld fellaw  vou
|lm‘.o- no use for a voice, Go away
and secure your living wherever yvou
can and eat whatever you can got.
Hence he has no call, and though he
|Hves on the ground he eats of the
| letives of the trees which he pulls
| down with his long nose."

The Tree of Disaster.

An the tree In the Garden of Eden
brought calamity to Adam and Eve, aﬂi
did the Trea of Life of the Waplsianas
bring disaster to their race. It brought
jom a flood which Ipundated the earth

with the exception of the mountains
of three-penks. !

“Adter Tuminkar bad mads men,” |
writes Dr, Farrabee, “it was the auty

tinue until the coming of the redesmer, | like the looks of that spotted fellow on (of Duid to provide fogd for them. |
who will Hve among them and teach
(them the ways of life.
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| the ground, T think 1 should rather

live Ia the trees, whistle and cat nuts.’ | day he brought fresh food in great

which he did In abundance. Every
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variety and profusion pnd gave it
freely to ths people, who were grate-
ful, and rendered him thanks for his
goodness. Having nothing to do, the
people amused themselves by watch-
ing the anj golng out svary morn-
ing in the same direction and return-
ing well fed in the evening. So they
sald among themsalves: 'We have
nothing to do; let us go along with the
animals and see where they go and
what they do.’

"After they had followed for a long
distance they came to an great Lree
bearing all kinds of frult and vege-
tables,
there was plenty for all the animals.
They suld among themselves: ° This
is whera Duld gets food for us every

him about where he would live NH.Iday. let us come for it ourselves; we

.

Traces Discovered

of an Earlier Race,

Whose History Is Lost—Fable of |
Warlike Women of Huge |

Stature Is

Shattered '

industrious thess would have been
found In great abundance. Moreovar,
to this day {t ls necessary to work
hard in order to make Lhe cassava
gTOw,

“The e xmp aof the tres I8 painted |
out to this day-—a steep granilte rock
standing up Afty feet or more out of
the plain. It is known as Awalyaplapu
Mountain and is located in the reglon
of the group of sacred mountains
The name is the same as that for the
sllk-cotton tres (Bombax ceiba), and |
this tree Is also spoken of as the tree |
from which Duid got the food.

“When Tuminkar had tha trep cut
down the waters of tha tres burst
forth in a tremendous flood, which
gradually ross and covererd the faco of
the whole earth coxcept Serrirl, a
three-peaked niountain, the highest
In the region, located ahout forty miles
northward between the Rupununi and
Takutu rivers. When the waters be-
gan to rise some of the people, In
order to prevent tha extinction of the
race, caught a "bal’ or wild muscovy
duck (Cairine musahata), cut off
his upper mandible, which they unsed
a8 & canoo, and floated to the top of
the mountain

“After twenty days the watérs be-|
gman to subside. Tha survivors were |
vary hungry and wondered lhow soon
the liad would again appear, sn they
threw off rocks toward the north to |
determins the depthr of the wster|
and thus the sma!l round-tep moun- |
tain nearby was bullt up.”

Origin of Fire.

Dr. Farrabee chronleles the Turum- |
lan myth of the origin of fire.

“AJejeko and Duld lived in separate
houses after the woman ocame, but
they were near together in the same
clearing. They had always eatlen
their food raw, but they noticed thel
woman ate nothing raw except fruit
and declded sha must have some
secret becauss she mlways ate alone,
They tried to persuade her to tall
them where fire came from and how
It was made, but she declined to do
80. Many years afterward, whea she
was an old woman and had many
children, Ajejeko pald them a wvislt
and about sunset bade them goqd-by
and started home. They thought it
strange he had left his bag of trin-
kets behind. Presently he called to
his sister-in-law to bring them over
to him. Bhe brought them and stand-
Ing a considerable distance said: ‘Hera
they are.' Ajejeko said: ‘No, br'ng
them here, up closer to me.! Bhas
did so and he seized her and foreed

The ground was covered and !

her to give up the secret. Now that
they had fire, all nature wanted it
and it was given to Duld as his special |
4uty te guard and protect it.* |

The Mapidians, Dr. Farrabee eays, |
live further in the interlor, surrounded
by tribes of Carih stock among whom
they are Intermarrying and from whom
they are recelving new eslements of
culture. They claim relationship with
tha Atarols, but speak thelr own lan-
guage, which is a dialect of Arawak
resembling the Atarol. \

Dr. Farrabes talls of the finding of
queer petrogiyphs along the rivers on
the smooth asurface of granite rooks
in exposed places open to view from
the river. The designs are in form of
men, animals, fish, serpenta, or they
may be purely geometric figures. The
Indians living In the regions where
they oocur know nothing' of thelr
origin or significance and have no
traditlons or beliefs regarding them.
This, Dr. Farrabes declares, Is good
ovidence that they wers made by &
former people and are of very great
age,

Dr. Farrabee points out that the
peopla of wll the
wera wonderfully healthy and axcesd-
ingly clean In thelr habits of living.

"Men and women,” he sayvs, "are
well developed, but nelther fat nor
muscular, TBoth have great endur-
ance And pack heavy loads for long
distances without apparent fatigue
All are scrupulously clean in  thelr
habits of life. Among the Mapidiane
meén, women and children all bathe
together. It i the custom among
the iribea tn bathe twice a day. They
keep thelr dogs and houses clean alse.

“"With the Whaoisianas marriage
takes placo soon after the glrl reaches
puberty, There in no ceremony what-
ever and a0 formal announcement of
either engagement or marriage. The
firet evidence of marriage Is xlven
when & woman goes nith & man and
follows his trall, They are never zesn
together withour companions befors
they are marrled They declde the
mittar themasslves without consulia-
tion with any one. The boy does not
even ask the consent of the glrl's
father, but custom requires him to
work for hls father-in-law for a timo
after he !s married or give him an
equivalent,

Two Wives for Each Man.

‘Men are allowed to have two
wives and in truth most of them do,
thanks to the curlous fact that there
Are many more women than men In
the triba. When the frst child s
born the wife tells her husband that
he should take another wife because
there is s0 much work to be done—
the fleld must be cultivated, cottomn
spun, hammicks and clothing made.
His wife may advies him which to
take, her younger aister or her cousin,
eny!ng that they would get along
waoll together. The first wife is the
master of the household and usually
does less of the outdoor work., She
assumes the care of both seta of chil-
dren and governs the household so
successfully that they grow up as
one family.

“It I» remarkable that there is so
little evidence of jealousy between the
wives of the same husband, or rather
that the husband s so succeasful in
the management of his housshold that
there {8 no cause for jealousy,

“In the twenty-five years Mr. Mel-
villa has besn intimately acqualnted
with the tribe he had heard of but
two cases of women committing sul=
clde by hadging becauss of the hus=
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|have nothing else to do; then wa shall
We

not have Lo thank him for I
will get what we want and just when
wa want it

“They all agresd to it and went to
Duid and told him that he need not
bring them food any more; that they
knew where he got it and that they
would go for it themselves. Duld was
very angry and sald: ‘Very well,
sball ba as you wish; henceferth you
will have to work to obiain food to

eat. To-morrow the tree will ba cut
down and it will dis and there will be
no more food for vou to gather. How-
aver, T will tell you this! if vou wil
break off & hranch of each kind of

fruit or vegetable you lke, plant it In
the ground, water and ocultivate and
protect it, it will grow and bear fruit
in its season and each after its kind.
Then you may plant the sseds that are
in the fruit and they will grow again
and produce, each after its kind.
"'Thus you may continue to eat the
fruit of the tree, but you will be re-
quired to work very hard for i’
“The day following the tree was cut
down as Did had sald. The people

soloctod & cres ] or of fruits and
vegetnbles nrd planied them. but {t
was &0 miuch lnbor and trouble to

care for them that they saved only u
few of the great number. They did not
like to work so hard They experi-
mented with the onse they had saved
and kept only the onea they liked best
Consequently there are to.day not
mw kinds of edible plants in the
world, whereas if they had been more

WAPISIANA WOMEN WEAVING A HAMMOCK.

“The story of the orig
says D Farrahee, “is T
variant of the Taruma wliich
two hrothers went fishing with hooks

of the ra
nn Interesting

=1Ory in

from the jawhons of tha pues. and
Duld caught the woman whils Tumin
kar alept.

Thelr Firat Slght of White Men,

“Not ona of the Mapidlans had ever
soenn & white man bhef yiit they
showed we anxiety, norvousness or
specinl intorest in us personully. They
Wil = et interestod dn all ar
¢gquipiment hd the Lrading ma ]
we arried

Ly, Furriabeas explorations huve sat
peide for all time the fuble of n race
of warlike women o wuge stature Qs
Ing In the Amazon region. In réfer-

ence to this he saye: i

“On our way up ths Takutu we
heard many times of a tribe of women '
living at the head of the river on the
Britlah aide, Later wa lsarned from |
John Ogllvie that some ten Waplslana
women !lve together In & large house

they have bullt for themselvea on
Band Creek. They are elderly women
whose hushands jre drad and wihnse
hilldren ure married Aw there ure
mMAnL) anre WOrgm ftihan 1y n among
thee Wepisianas, there woan Hittle hope
of thelr Hnding other hushands; =o

they went together, cleared their lields
and butit thelr home, They cannol be
spoken of as a tribe of women and
have no connection with the story of |
the Amasono still current along the
Amazon and lower Negro™

Che save

Lof punishment

i favoritiem for the other wife.

In one «ase the woman killed her

thres children by the same meana.'
Divores is easlly arranged, accord-

ing to Dr. Farrabes

"Therse (a8 no separation ceremony,”
“Put husband and wifs may
Assert the other at will without fear
But separations sel-
dom oocur, for the reason that there
are few family troubles of any kind.

“SWhen n ehilld 1s born the father
takes to his hammoek and keans It
for a month He must not gn out In
the hot sun or do any manur! Iabor
whntea Ho mus=t not eal Any pirong
or snlid foods His wifa and other
women Lring him the most dellcats
faoda They think thera ry some
mysterious physioal relatlon ex.

isting batween father and child and
that it would harm the child just as
much for the father 1o oat coarns foods
as for tha child to eat tham itself. He
must not kill any wviclous snimals oe
prisonous snakes for a period of two
years

“Tha total population of thess four
Arawak tribes s less thau 1.500 and
ramaly decreasing Accardineg to sama
accounts of tha savannah tribes, this
conditjon weenuts 1 Ked ero
noemic conditions and int ced dis
Pay— Beveral tribes have totally
dHesapperred within the last hundred
vears, The Wapisianas number about
1,200, the Atarcls, including half-
bloods, less than 100; the Taruines

about §0 and the Mapidians lesa than
100,

es

tribes he visited.



